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By Walter Taylor —--

Washington Star Staff Wmer

UNITED NATIONS:— The. escala-
tion in fighting between Iran and
Iraq has raised- “serious- concern }
about the safety of the 52 American
hostages in Tehran, Secretary of |
State Edmund S Mnskxe said yester-
day. U

Speaking to reporters Muskre
drew a direct connection between |
continuing reports of hostilities be-
tween Baghdad and Tehran and the
fate of the Americans who have been
held since last Nov. 4 by militant
followers of Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini.

" “Weare concerned, senously con-
cerned, that any incident of this
kind in that area of the-world
carries possible implications to
which one ought not to be blind,”
Muskie said following a private
lunch with West German Foreign
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher.

The stepped-up fighting between
Iran and Iraq was an unsettling de-
velopment in the lo-month-old hos-
tage crisis and one that could force

the United States to consider new
strategies for ending it. Previously,
US. officials’ have expressed- con-
cern. that the border dispute be-
tween the two Persian. Gulf]
neighbors could divert Iranian - at-
tention from the-hostage crisis.;

Muskie's remarks yesterday indi-
cated that the U.S. worry now, goes
to the safety ‘of the hostages them-
selves. -7 :

Although® the'secretary of state

Fate in War ‘\
l

yesterday," U.S. -officials are also*
known to-ve concerced that the|
fighting might endanger supplies of
Persian Gulf crude oil tothe West.

At a briefing for. reporters Iate
yesterday,. State Department
spokesman John Trattner pointedly’
noted that the United States will
continue to-hold the Iranian gov-
ernment “fully responsible” for the’
safety of the Americans, irrespective,
of how events unfold in the fighting
between Khomeini forces and those
of the Iraqi Baathist regime of Sadam

Trattner also soughttodispel Iran-!
jan suggestions that the United
States is supporting Iraq in the'
fighting. “The United States is not
involved,” he asserted. “We're tak-l
ing no side in that dispute.” |

CBS news yesterday reported that:
the State Department, through the
Swiss, notified the Iranian govern-:
ment that the United States had |
nothing to do with the Iraq). decision
to fight..

Muskie,. who earher in the da
had renewed the U.5. call for a
speedy, negotiated end 1o the nos-

Tage crisis, said_ne had asked the
West German forzsign minister for

"help in obtaining the best intelli |

from other western allies. .

ence on the lraa-iraq fighting, and |
would request the saice information i
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*Uunderstandably, our intelligence |
sotrcesin iran are notall they might !
be,” he said. -

“The first step” t‘or the Um'ed
States, he said, “is to get all the
facts,- and undertake to determine
what is involved — incidents or the
prelude to sometlnng broader or
more serious.”

He sidestepped questxons about
possible new American strategies in
response 1o the developments over
the past few days.” - -

“I don’t think it would be particu--
‘larly useful to chase hypothetlcal
_possibilities down separate roads,”
-said Muskie. “I think the 1mportant
thing is to- get your facts well-
'establrshed and then’ decrde what
youve got. .. s

He did not rule out however the
'possxbllrty that the United States
might again bring the hostage sit-
uation ‘before the Security Council
in light of the latest developments .
in the region..“That is an option if
the facts justify it,” he said. .

~The Secunry Councu twrce has

called on Iran”to release the
., American hostages, but tougher ac-;
. tion against Tehran was blocked by
. 'the Soviet. Union's veto.” '
.. In his remarks earlier in zhe day
" 'in an address to the 35th session of
"the General Assembly, Muskie re-

affirmed the Carter administration’s !

willingness 1o consider’ Iranian
: grievances about past US. policy in’
" exchange for safe release of the hos-
" tages. The speech left fuzzy the ques-
-tion.'of whether the 'United- States
“would be satisfied by a commitment

to release the hostages or would de-

.mand their {reedom asa precondi-
tion for an au‘mg { lraman
.complaints. : L
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Previously, however, US. officials i
have made clear that they would:
entertain a “package ceal” i nvolving‘
an interrcational inquiry into Iran-|
ian grievances and a commitment ;
for the release of the hostages.

Quoting extensively from a letter
he sent last month to the new Iran-
ian prime minister, Mohammad Ali
Rajai, Muskie appealed to the Iran-
ians to “consider the human face
of the hostage problem.

“These innocent people and their
families have experienced acute suf-
fering,” be said. “I ask this commu-
nity of nations to join us in urging
that their appeal be brought to a
safe, honorable and prompt end.”

Regarding Iranian grievances,
Muskie said: “We also know that in
Iran, as in the United States, there
are deep feelings as a result of
grievances and suffering perceived
in the past. We are prepared t0 do
our part in resolvmg fairly ques-

‘tions between us.”

In his General Assembly speerh
Muskie also renewed sharp US.
criticism of the continued Soviet
presence in Afghanistan and calied
on the United Nations to investigate
allegaticns that the Russians and
their allies have used illegal
chemical weaponsin Southeast Asia. ;

“Today, more than one million ref-
ugees attest to the human toll of
the violence in Afghanistan,” he de-
clared. “And more is at siake than
the independence of one couniry.

“If this assault continues, the in-
dependence and integrity of every
small, defenseless natxon w1ll be
called into quesnon

Muskie said an - lmpamal mves
tigation” of allegations that the Rus-
sians and their allies in Southeast
Asia had used iliegal chemical weap-
ons “could most appropriately be
launched under the ausplces of the
United Nations.” .

Muskie's address came Just three
days before his scheduled meeting
here with Soviet Foreign \llmster
Andrei Gromyko. The two are ex-’]
pected to hold preliminary discus--
sions on the question of deployment
of medium-range nuclear missiles
in Europe and possxbly to agree on
the start of full-blown negonanons
onthatsubject IR
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